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Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication® filed on 10 September 90m . 
2m This action is FINAL. 2b)Q This action is non-final. 

4) H Claim(s) 7-5 and 7-11 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claimfs) 1-5 and 7-11 is/am r^n^ 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 

Application Papers 

0)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 m The drawing(s) filed on 22 September 2003 is/are: accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner 

Appl.cant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 
1 DD The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a) D approved b) D disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

1 2) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (0 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staoe 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17 2(a)) National Stage 

I See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the* certified ^ copiei not received 

14) D Acknowiedgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application) 

isin'iS ™r l ranS ' a ! i0n ° f the foreign lan 9 ua 9 e Provisional application has been received 

15) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(e) the invention was described in- 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in 
section 35 1(a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a national application published under section 122(b) 
only if the international application designating the United States was published under Article 21 (2)(a) of such 
treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United States for the purposes of this 
subsection based on the filing of an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a). 

2. Claims 1-5 and 7-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Fujita 
(U.S. Patent 6,115,886). Fujita discloses a hinge including shaft (1, 8) and housing (4, 5, 6) 
portions. The shaft has a portion (8) carrying a bearing surface (8a) and a portion extends 
radially beyond the bearing surface (adjacent 8b). The hinge has an engagement surface 
(adjacent 6a). The shaft and housing are movable relative to one another such that portion 
(adjacent 8b) is and is not engaged with the engagement surface (see Figures 1 and 2). The 
portion (8) is acted upon by a biasing force (from biasing spring 9) in a direction parallel to the 
common axis of rotation. 

Regarding claims 10 and 1 1, Fujita is used in electronic devices (abstract, for example). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 12/26/2002 have been fully considered but are moot in view 
of the new grounds of rejection. Note that applicant's amendments remove the limitations which 
had made the claims patentably distinguishable from the Fujita reference. 
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Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1. 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gary Hartmann whose telephone number is 703-305-4549. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Will can be reached on 703-308-3870. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-3597 for regular 
communications and 703-305-3597 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-1 113. 
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